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866 Reviews of Books 

wintry cold within their meeting-house, stacking their weapons in the 
gallery. 

In spite of such occasional lapses, in those days, from their definite 
general policy, the Friends made so uncommonly good a record that 
General Grant, when about to enter the presidency, chose them to 
launch his new plan for dealing with the Indian problem. He invited 
them not only to map out a system, but to select a list of members of 
their society whom they regarded as properly equipped in knowledge and 
morals for service as Indian agents, and he reinforced this request with 
a promise that their efforts for the improvement of the Indians should 
receive from him, as president, "all the encouragement and protection 
which the laws of the United States will warrant him in giving ". The 
other religious sects were afterward invited into the same field, but the 
Friends not only led in the movement but enjoyed its fruits throughout 
the Grant administration — a fact which made especially conspicuous the 
antipathy manifested toward them by a Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
appointed by Mr. Hayes, a president notably identified with religious 
and peace-promoting interests of various sorts. 

Francis E. Leupp. 

Life and Times of David Humphreys, Soldier, Statesman, Poet. 
By Frank Landon Humphreys. In two volumes. (New 
York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1917. Pp. xii, 451; 
vi, 506. $7.50.) 

In the preface of this work I find a sentence which it would have 
been cruel of me to invent for the purpose of applying to this work, but 
which it will be only poetic justice to use as a weapon against its 
creator. "The biographies of many men of the Revolutionary period 
who ranked but insignificantly in their day have been produced and some 
of these present an amplitude of detail that is as wonderful as it is 
amusing." It is true, as the biographer asserts with admirable itera- 
tion, that Colonel Humphreys was a brave, charming, and cultivated 
man. He was a reliable officer, and an efficient representative of the 
United States in Portugal and Spain. He even made verses and raised 
merino sheep and manufactured cloth, but if every man who has acted 
these parts with no greater distinction than our hero were to have a 
printed biography, the products of publishing houses would lie in the 
book-markets as " thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks in 
Vallombrosa ". Much stress is laid upon the fact that Colonel 
Humphreys was " the beloved of Washington ", but alas ! those who 
study history and biography have long ago discovered that great men 
often love very commonplace men. Try as I would, while reading these, 
two great volumes, some 925 pages, I could not find in the hero " an 
ideal leader for a nation in its beginnings ". The drab hue of the com- 
monplace colors all the performances of his career. 
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It seems ungracious to speak depreciatingly of a book so honestly 
and laboriously done, but had it been more modest both in tone and 
volume it would not so loudly have invited criticism. The first volume 
especially sins in the matter of length. We have there a heavy, un- 
imaginative history, long drawn out, of the American Revolution, based 
on poor secondary sources, and through which runs only a neat rivulet 
of the life of the man about whom the book is presumably written. It 
seems unwise to tell at great length with no effort at freshness of 
treatment the history of a period in which a worthy man lived, when 
this man in no wise affected the trend of that series of human events, 
and in a very large part of the story he does not even appear. Indeed, 
the only excuse, frequently, seems to be that the hero must have been 
alive during these events. It will not do in scholarly and accurate his- 
tory or biography to confess that no contemporary records exist as to 
what part an historical personage took in an event, but that naturally 
the hero " would have " done or said this or that thing. Chapters 
III.-V. abound with this sort of reconstruction of Colonel Humphreys's 
past. 

The second volume is of very much more worth, chiefly because many 
letters and despatches from Colonel Humphreys, while he was on his 
secret mission and later while he was minister to Spain and Portugal, 
are printed in full. His conduct in these several missions is very 
creditable, and the picture that he gives of political life in those lands is 
entertaining, and often worthy of consideration by students of these 
countries during the troubled years, 1790-1800. While Jefferson, as 
secretary of foreign affairs, was dilly-dallying for months about the 
ransom of some Americans seized by the Dey of Algiers, affecting in- 
difference in order to keep down the price of the ransom, Colonel 
Humphreys was acting the part of a man and showing a fine sense for 
the honor and dignity of America. More emphasis on these things and 
less on the poetic flights of "the beloved of Washington" would have 
gone much farther to rehabilitate the fame of the author's worthy 
ancestor. The biographer admits that "Poets of the Elizabethan day 
wrote differently from those in the times of Chaucer, and the Addisonian 
Poets wrote again differently from the contemporaries of "Shakespeare. 
Humphreys followed the fashion of his day." Admitting this, even the 
translator of the Widow of Malabar and the author of that touching 
poem on The National Industry of the United States could escape im- 
mortality if his biographer would be modest. Colonel Humphreys may 
deserve more of the author's panegyric than the reviewer is willing to 
admit, but is it .not curious that the latter could have spent seventeen 
years in the study of the American Revolution, and yet never before 
have had his attention called to the fame of Colonel Humphreys ? 

C. H. Van Tyne. 
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